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Mount Kerkestin 


Mother Nature endowed Jasper National Park with spark- 
ling lakes, awe-inspiring glaciers and massive mountains in a 
rugged 4,200-square-mile setting. 

It is a perennial lure for visitors. Its fresh air, scenic 
grandeur and accessibility attract more than 1.5 million 
visitors a year. 

Jasper’s beauty has been preserved in a national park by 
the federal government since 1907. Modern man’s aims for 
the park have been consistent - to preserve it for your en- 
joyment and to conserve its natural treasures for those who 
follow. Make this your personal slogan - take only memories, 
leave only footprints. Enjoy the park's tranquility and do 
avoid picking plants or digging fossils. And don’t disturb the 
animals. 


History 

Its modern history was launched in the early 1800s when 
the need for a fur trade route over the mountains brought 
the first white men here. Three log structures were built 
in the valley for weary voyageurs travelling over the Atha- 
basca and Yellowhead passes. This spot was named Jasper 
House, after Jasper Hawse who had been in charge of the 
earlier North West Company's trading post of the same 
name on Briilé Lake. Never a trading post, its importance 
Was in its support to the trade routes across the mountains 
and as a stopping and provisioning place for travellers. The 
area serves much the same function today 

It was the public accessibility, promised partly by the 
construction of a second transcontinental railroad through 
the Yellowhead Pass, that prompted the federal government 
to establish the area as a national park 

Ironically, its success as an attraction for growing num- 
bers of visitors has placed its preserved beauty in danger to 
a point where visitors are entreated to enjoy the park but 
are also asked to help save it for future generations by not 
abusing it. National parks are places meant for man to 
enjoy -and to save as special places for his children’s 
children. 
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Millions of years ago, the earth’s forces cracked the 
layered sedimentary rock built beneath a shallow sea, and 
thrust it upwards thousands of feet. This action produced 
the area’s dominant geological characteristic of parallel 
mountain ranges running south from Jasper to Lake Louise. 

In subsequent ice ages, great glaciers advanced and re- 
treated, gouging the broad flat valleys and grinding the 
peaks to produce their present appearance, Water from 
melting ice filled the valley lakes 

The northward-flowing Athabasca River constitutes the 
major drainage system through these mountain ranges in 
Jasper National Park. 


Vegetation 

The lower slopes, where precipitation during the grow- 
ing season is scant, hide grassy meadows among the trees. 
Higher up, heavier rainfall has produced continuous forests 
where sunlight has difficulty reaching the ground 

Above the treeline, at about 7,000 feet, a sub-arctic 
climate allows stunted vegetation to survive 

Lodgepole pine, poplar, aspen and white spruce predomi- 
nate on the lower slopes while Engelmann spruce and 
alpine-fir prefer the higher elevations 


Animals 

The black bear is often seen foraging for food along 
roadways, near campgrounds or in open woodlands. The 
grizzly normally inhabits the remote upper regions with the 
mountain goat, bighorn sheep, marmot and pika. All bears 
are potentially dangerous and should be left alone. Park 
regulations prohibit feeding or molesting bears. Visitors 
must not, for their own safety at least, toy with or feed 
panhandling bears 
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For much of the year, large populations of mule deer, 
elk and moose live on the lower slopes and meadows along 
with smaller mammals such as the coyote and marten 

The bird population is much smaller here than along the 
wetter western side of the Rockies. The eagle, pipit and 
ptarmigan inhabit the high altitudes. The gray jay, nut- 
cracker and black and white magpie are the birds you will 
see most often 


What to do in the park 

The park is open year-round but some services are avail- 
able only in summer. Activities include camping, hiking, 
climbing, skiing, fishing, boating, swimming, golfing, tennis, 
curling, snowshoeing, ski touring, hot springs bathing, boat 
and bus touring, horse back riding and gondola lifts, 
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Hiking — More than 600 miles of day and overnight trails 
cover the main park valleys. For safety’s sake all mountain 
climbers and overnight hikers must register before and after 
each trip at self-registration centres or with a park warden. 
Cross-country skiers using designated trails are not compell- 
ed to register but should do so for their own safety. Inex- 
perienced hikers or climbers should talk with a warden or 
hire a guide. Information and guide maps are available from 
information centres. Please stay in established campgrounds 
to prevent serious damage to the surrounding fragile ground 
cover. If in doubt where to stay consult a park warden 
Fires — While portable stoves, burning their own fuel, may 
be used under most circumstances, open wood fires may be 
built only in fireplaces supplied by the park. Barbecues are 
allowed in campground or picnic areas. Please put leftover 
coals into park fireplaces. 

Anyone finding an unattended fire should extinguish it 
If it is out of control report it at once to the nearest park 
employee 
Fishing — Fishing information along with the necessary 
national park angling licence is available at information 
centres. Row boats and canoes are permitted on most of 
the larger lakes and ponds. Motor boats are restricted to 
Pyramid and Medicine Lakes. 
Skiing — Some of the best downhill skiing in Canada is 
at Marmot Basin from December to May 
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Where to stay 

Serviced and unserviced campgrounds are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis. A small daily fee is charged 
with a maximum allowable stay of two weeks per camp- 
ground. Campgrounds are open from about May 15 to 
October 10. Winter camping facilities are available for the 
rest of the year. However check with park offices for up- 
to-date information. 
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A variety of commercial accommodation is available in 
or near Jasper town (pop. 4,000). Details can be obtained 
from information centres or from the Jasper Chamber of 
Commerce. 


Understanding Leads to Greater Enjoyment 

A free interpretive program of conducted 
walks, evening fireside gatherings and slide talks 
held in campground theatres helps visitors learn 
more about the park. Self-guiding trails and 
informative publications are also provided 

A program of events is available at informa- 
tion centres and campground kiosks. Organized 
groups are welcome fo use the service by 
making arrangements - in advance - with the 
park naturalist. 


For your information 

Detailed information may be obtained at the park 
entrance, at the park information office on Connaught 
Drive in Jasper townsite, the Icefields Information Centre, 
or from uniformed staff. Special events are posted on 
bulletin boards. 

Additional information is available from the Superinten- 
dent, Jasper National Park, Jasper, Alberta, TOE 1E0 


ie oes Altaves ndennes 
Nonnem Attars et du Nord 
Pars Canosa Parcs Canada 


Published by Parks Canada under authority of the 
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, 

© Information Canada, Ottawa, 1974 

Catalogue No, R61-2/4-3 

INA Publication No, QS-W016-000-BB-AI 


“ies 
Twintree i te 
Ms Saahali 
08 “Mont Percé 
"9034 

sa t 

< é Topaz * 
Smoky 
a 
a 
- 6 £ 
& 
« 
s 
Dolly 
The Rajah 
9903 A 
Snake Indian aE Kephala 
= 7968 
\ \S 
Red Pass ‘ 
Junction 5 N Jasper House 
(ry s (Last Site) 
iy < a B 
) Aeolus) 8672 { 
a) ST Alberta \ Athabasca 
Mocs Brilish Columbia / Ghainon (ene COND 
De Smet 
Range ~~ 
cos 2 a 
Celestine \ Princess Brule (16) 


Park 
Entrance 


= ZG 
a Rache a (Se 
re Perdrix 7002 \ V 


Jasper House 
Bridaland 4 (Last’Site) 
9645 


Jasper 


— 
Yellowhead vam. 


Talbot 
Pass 


peu’ 


x 


7 Pyramid Ajtlletd 
Minnow, 
Ca Pi EIN Nas ; Chainon 
cise. Jacques 
Dorothy Fatee 
SF Maligne 
Li Canyon 


\ 


The Ramparts \ 


The Whistlers 


/ ‘& 8085 
\ Porlal Valley of the Five Uakes 
| a 
Frazer 10890 7 Amethyst x s 
bell = ataver if 
an a Medicine! » 
i Astoria > \ 
poe a \ 
\ A a Abjackiace 
4 Edith Cavell \9407. 
British Columbia \ 11033 5 
Fag x = 
I a Horseshoe \ 
! nil Y 
| Athabasca Falls : 
; < Deteuse 
‘ po 
ene Fryait Maligne e \ 
/ 11026 ts ee 
ivergence a Balinhand 
7 Peak 8275 ppesmpescd Lan 3 ) 
4 ee & Peak 3 A 4 l 
\ mae a = Bi! 
7 Hooker Icetiel ye if Honeymoon, fe a \a McBeath 
eu 7 \ x Vass 
Athabasca Sh \ (ick \ 
‘ass Sunwapla x 
DX \ alist Cairn \ 
4 IN) catacombs si 
x 10800H 4 « 
f RY Soule: 1 
~ 3 Maligne 1 
3 \\ Pass $5 | 
ee j a Mheask i 
Fonress 4 Henry MacLeod = 
a] | 
J 
a 
Se ee & ‘A Dalhousie 
— $ 9568 
! i 3 
Ss Poboktan. 
J ~~ % 40902 s 23 
Apexva » ier \ - AG 
10600 ta Dale ee, < i 
\ yperz I Brazeaur i 
Paboktan 
7 (93) ge Olympus ! 
Alberta s reas i 10132 a / 
<4 
=) HIB7 pS é | 2 
’ Sunwapta Peak Z noe ex 
10875 Fs 


Cabal Peak The Twine 


) 
I ws 
\ 


{psa0 1208516; 1 1675 e 
fo oformanon 9 
c= 1| Gente 


mbia “~.. 4 Golumbia ric 


12294 7) \ Gilagler 
N 7 { Athabasca 


tue Glacier 
3 Ti~ 4 
NA 
fy Alhabasca 
17452. 
* r sed fe 
Pape Nationa 
Bantf, 
— ‘Nationa! Pare 
Ainabaaca 4 
y Legend Légende 
Higt — Grande rout 


ntier Marqué 


Bron @xg>. 


Yoler/ ob Fivo Lak 


(O} 


